
become contrary to the ma-

jority of the populace’s 

views. Examples include 

privatizing schools, prisons, 

social security and Medi-

care, block granting Medi-

caid, selling off public lands, 

banning people from the 

country based on their relig-

ion, building a border wall, 

allowing corporations to 

dump pollutants into the 

rivers and on and on. 

 

The GOP has won three of 

the last seven presidential 

elections, but has only won 

the popular vote in one of 

them (2004).  In 2016 the 

democratic candidate 

Hillary Clinton garnered 2.8 

million more popular votes 

than the republican candi-

date and eventual winner 

Donald Trump.  His win has 

been clouded by suspicions 

of a conspiracy between his 

campaign and Russian op-

eratives to ensure that he 

won the election.  The GOP 

has become so ethically 

challenged that even inves-

tigating possible foreign 

interference in the election 

is viewed through the lens 

of partisan politics.  These 

self professed patriots have 

been noticeably silent re-

garding the security of the 

country’s electoral proc-

esses.  They dare not utter 

the words patriotic or patri-

otism as they preside over 

the ushering in of an au-

thoritarian government.  

They are quietly dispelling 

What’s happened to the 

Grand Old Party?  How 

could it be that the GOP 

has changed so dramati-

cally that it is no longer 

recognizable as the Party 

of Abraham Lincoln?  It 

went from a Party that 

had at its core an opposi-

tion to slavery and an ex-

pansive foreign policy to a 

Party that’s home to white 

supremacists.  GOP con-

stituents were Protes-

tants, Catholics, profes-

sionals, blue collar work-

ers and farmers.  It was 

the Party of choice for Af-

rican Americans.   

 

Today’s GOP is something 

else altogether.  For start-

ers according to a Gallop 

Poll, the GOP had become 

about 70% white by 2012.  

African Americans began 

to leave the GOP after it 

willingly became the home 

of white supremacists.  

This started in 1964 fol-

lowing passage of the Civil 

Rights Act.  The Democ-

ratic President Lyndon 

Johnson used all of his po-

litical skills to push the Civil 

Rights Act through Con-

gress.  As anticipated, De-

mocrats who opposed the 

law exited the Party and 

joined the GOP.     

 

Under the leadership of 

Richard Nixon, the GOP 

changed the direction of the 

Party and embraced what 

became known as the 

Southern Strategy.  It was 

designed to win southern 

states by appealing to seg-

regationist and racism and 

promising opposition to 

things like school busing 

and judicial activism.  The 

success of this strategy 

opened the door to extrem-

ist in the religious right and 

the NRA.  The GOP contin-

ues to move farther and 

farther to the right in an 

effort to hold on to its base.  

 

Demographic changes, the 

population has changed 

from 85% white in 1960 to 

63% in 2011 and is pro-

jected to be 47% in 2050.  

These changes have made it 

increasingly unlikely that 

the GOP in its present form 

can hold on to power.  How-

ever, instead of increasing 

support by appealing to a 

broader base, the Party has 

doubled down on exclusion-

ary policies, suppressing 

minority votes, increasing 

voter restrictions, pandering 

to people’s fears and stok-

ing hate.  Their policies have 
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democratic principals while 

going so far as to praise the 

Russian President over 

President Obama and inti-

mate that they believe Rus-

sian propaganda over CIA 

reports.  What the heck!  

 

You can draw a straight line 

from the Southern Strategy 

to the election of Donald 

Trump, a straight line from 

the Southern Strategy to 

the rise of authoritarianism 

in the government.  The 

final chapter on the GOP 

has yet to be written, but if 

history is any indication, 

the country does not fair 

well under their leadership.  

Each time they hold the 

Presidency, the country 

suffers financial, ethical & 

moral setbacks.  The cur-

rent environment where 

the will of a voting minority 

takes precedence over the 

will of the voting majority 

can not be sustained for 

long without civil unrest.  

Something’s gotta give! 
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