
about Bal more City ig-
noring our homeless 
brothers and sisters?  As 
an African American male 
I know that I come from a 
culture of caring.  When, 
as a group of people did 
we become so callous?  
Has anyone been on Mar-

n Luther King Jr. Boule-
vard recently?  How 
about Route 40 entering 
downtown Bal more.  
Surely the poli cians that 
we put into office must 
travel these routes from 

me to me.  Surely, they 
know how pervasive the 
problem is.  In fact, the 
previous Mayor proposed 
that the homeless ser-
vices industry be pri-
va zed.  Yes, that is cor-
rect, she wanted to pri-
va ze homeless services.  
Well I have a be er idea.  
How about the no on of 
running our Government 
and nonprofit organiza-

ons in the same manner 
that private organiza ons 
are run?  Why wouldn’t 
we hire skilled organizers 
and managers to run our 
homeless services pro-
grams.  Why wouldn’t we 
hire and elect individuals 
with a passion for serving 
the “Least of these”.     
Wasn’t Lawrence Alexan-

On December 9, 2016 
Lawrence Alexander 
took his last breath just 
yards away from Bal -
more’s iconic City Hall.  
Many may say that this 
is no surprise because 
Bal more has built a 
reputa on for being one 
of the most violent 
ci es in this Country.  
Well the death of Law-
rence Alexander had 
nothing to do with 
street violence.  Law-
rence Alexander, a 54-
year-old ci zen of Bal -
more was homeless and 
living on the streets of 
Bal more when he was 
overcome by the ele-
ments.  On December 
9th temperatures in Bal-

more dipped below 30 
degrees.  While many of 
us turned up the heat 
and nestled in to our 
warm beds Lawrence 
Alexander and roughly 

3,000 other homeless ci -
zens were le  out in the 
cold to brave the ele-
ments.  This was three 
days a er the new Mayor 
of Bal more assumed the 
office.  I have a few ques-

ons regarding the death 
of Lawrence Alexander.  
Where is the outrage?  
Where is the compas-
sion? Where is the Mayor 
of Bal more City? 
 
I refer you to a biblical 
verse, Ma hew 25:40 
(NKJV) that says, “And the 
King will answer and say 
to them, assuredly, I say 
to you, in as much as you 
did it to one of the least 
of these my brethren, you 
did it to Me”.  Wasn’t 
Lawrence Alexander one 
of the least of us?  Aren’t 
the homeless in Bal -
more City the least of us?  
How do we con nue to 
travel in, out, around and 
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Open Your Hearts 

der one of the “least of 
these”?  We have more 
churches in and around 
Bal more City than I dare 
men on.  Certainly, the 
Pastors and congregants 
of these ins tu ons 
know Ma hew 25:40. 
Wouldn’t their me be 
be er spent serving the 
“least of these” as op-
posed to rocking and roll-
ing behind four walls eve-
ry Sunday.  In fact, they 
could bring the WORD to 
the Lawrence Alexanders 
of Bal more City.  From 
my study of the Bible 
that is exactly what Jesus 
did.  He did his preaching 
and teaching in the 
streets.  For those who 
claim to be believers 
please understand that 
believing is one thing but 
doing is a totally different 
deal.  If you really do be-
lieve then start doing. 
Madam Mayor we are 

wai ng for you to start 

doing.  You must feel the 

presence of Lawrence 

Alexander each me that 

you climb the stairs of 

City Hall. 
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