
• Abortion rights: Is it a per-

sonal choice or a potential

criminal act that should be

regulated by state govern-

ments.

• Medicaid expansion:

Should all individuals have

a right to health care

• North Carolina “bathroom

law”:  Should transgender

individuals have a right to

use rest rooms that are in

line with their identified

gender.

• Medical marijuana: Should

individuals be allowed to

use marijuana for medical

purposes.

If this isn’t enough to sway 

your thinking let’s go back to 

2008 when the first African 

American President in the his-

tory of this nation was elected. 

This was a special time for all of 

America but the event was es-

pecially significant for African 

Americans.  The day after the 

election you could feel the 

pride and you could see the joy 

in our African American com-

munities. Unfortunately this 

celebration turned to horror as 

we watched the Republican 

Party sweep the 2010 midterm 

elections and gain a foothold in 

Who has Donald Trump of-

fended today? What will 

Bernie Sanders promise us 

tomorrow?  Yes we are right 

in the middle of another high 

velocity national election.  The 

political pundits love it so they 

continue to shill for their re-

spective networks.  In the 

midst of all of this activity 

there is a tremendously im-

portant message that contin-

ues to be ignored; "Local Poli-

tics Matter".    If you need to 

be reminded of this let me 

give you a little evidence.  It is 

called the "Stand-your-ground 

law".  This is a law that au-

thorizes an individual to pro-

tect and defend their own life 

and limb against threat or 

perceived threat. This law 

states that an individual has 

no duty to retreat from any 

place the individual has a law-

ful right to be and may use 

any level of force, including 

lethal, if the individual rea-

sonably believes they face an 

imminent and immediate 

threat of serious bodily harm 

or death.  On the surface the 

law appears to be very reason-

able since it gives law abiding 

citizens the right to defend 

themselves in the face of a 

perceived deadly threat.  Hav-

ing said that, the devil really is 

in the details.  The critical de-

tail here is the word 

“perceived”.  How can deci-

sions relating to life and death 

be made based on such a sub-

jective word.  In this writers 

opinion they can’t.  This gets at 

the real intent of the law.  The 

“stand-your-ground law” has 

allowed law enforcement as 

well as vigilante like citizens to 

declare open season on the 

lives of those that they have 

innate prejudices against, are 

fearful of, or simply dislike. 

Unfortunately the individuals 

who continue to suffer in the 

harshest way under this law 

are overwhelmingly African 

American and poor.  Most of 

us recognize the names; Trey-

von Martin, Michael Brown, 

Sandra Bland etc. 

 This is just one of the laws 

passed at the state level that 

has had a tremendous impact 

on a national level.  Let’s take 

a look at a few others: 
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Local Politics Do Matter 

congress that allowed them 

to impede the legislative 

agenda laid out by President 

Obama.  The seeds of this 

Republican victory were sown 

at the State and Local levels. 

Yes, local politics really do 

matter. 

Share Your Comments 

Return to LPM 

Register to Vote 

Local Politics Matter 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duty_to_retreat
http://www.rockthevote.com/get-informed/elections/important-election-dates-deadlines/by-state.html
http://www.lpm.media/lpmmedia1/
http://www.lpm.media/
https://www.facebook.com/login.php?skip_api_login=1&api_key=966242223397117&signed_next=1&next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fv2.3%2Fdialog%2Fshare%3Fredirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.facebook.com%252Fdialog%252Freturn%252Fclose%26display%3Dpopup%26hre

