
with destroying this African 

American President.  Their at-

tacks were consistent, mean spir-

ited and unyielding.  They were 

also played out in public.  While 

the attacks were meant to dam-

age the President they had an-

other unintended consequence. 

They made all African Ameri-

cans fair game in this country.  It 

was now acceptable to denigrate, 

oppress and murder African 

Americans.  It started with a 

trickle, then it picked up momen-

tum and the numbers are now 

alarming.  Worse of all, month 

after month we hear another 

story about deadly encounters 

between African Americans and 

those who are sworn to serve and 

protect.   Thanks to the IPhone/

Smart Phone many of these hor-

rific incidents have been cap-

tured on camera.  Unlike the 

Rodney King incident there has 

not been a lull in the brutality 

and it has been caught on camera 

time and time again.   This con-

fluence of hand held technology 

and the election of our first Afri-

can American President has 

blown open that window into a 

future first revealed during the 

brutalizing of Rodney King.  The 

names and faces change but the 

numbers continue to increase. 

When will it END? 

With my deepest sympathy to 

some of those that we have lost 

(since April 2014) at the hands 

of those who have taken an oath 

to serve and protect. 

IN MEMORIUM 

• April 30, 2014: Dontre Hamil-

ton (Milwaukee, Wisconsin)

• July 17, 2014: Eric Garner (New

York, New York)

• Aug. 5, 2014: John Crawford III

(Dayton, Ohio)

• Aug. 9, 2014: Michael Brown Jr.

(Ferguson, Missouri)

• Aug. 11, 2014: Ezell Ford 

(Florence, California)

• Aug. 12, 2014: Dante Parker

(Victorville, California)

March 31, 1991.  To most of 

us that date is meaningless 

but in reality it is a date that 

gave us an eerie look into our 

future.  It was on this date 

that a non-descript taxi driver 

from Los Angeles was vi-

ciously beaten by members of 

the Los Angeles police de-

partment.  The difference 

between this situation and 

countless other similar situa-

tions that had become com-

monplace in urban communi-

ties was that this one was 

videotaped (nope we did not 

have smart phones back in 

1991) by a local citizen. 

Thus, another non-descript 

individual, George Holliday, 

helped to expose the violent 

realities of policing in urban 

communities. 

It has been almost 25 years 

since that fateful day that 

changed so many of our 

views while resetting our 

realities.  No longer were the 

men in “Blue” viewed as 

heroes laying it on the line 

for all.  Those who took an 

oath to protect and to serve 

were now facing questions 

about their commitment to 

this sacred oath.  The inter-

esting thing about this devel-

opment is that the young men 

and women living in urban 

cities across America were 

not surprised by the violence 

or the remorseless response 

from the officers involved in 

the Rodney King beating. 

Sadly for them this was busi-

ness as usual. 

Interestingly enough after the 

violence and rioting that fol-

lowed the Rodney King verdict 

there was a period of quiet and 

outward calm when it came to 

reporting on cases of police 

brutality.  Then a couple of life 

changing things happened. 

First in 2007 you had the intro-

duction of the IPhone (although 

the first smart phone hit the 

U.S. market in 1992 it wasn’t 

until Apple introduced that 

 IPhone that the smart phone 

became a must have device). 

While the IPhone was taking 

America by storm there was a 

more remarkable wave sweep-

ing through the country.  A 

young African American Sena-

tor from Illinois was rising to 

“Rock Star” status.  This ascen-

sion took Barack Obama all the 

way to the White House.  Yes 

he rose to become the first Af-

rican American President in the 

history of the United States. 

While there was dancing, sing-

ing and cheering all around the 

world there was a segment of 

the United States that closed 

ranks and began plans defeat-

ing and nullifying this African 

America Hero. 

In the year that followed we 

saw the rise of the Tea Party. 

Basically a hate group charged 
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Life After Rodney King 

• Nov. 13, 2014: Tanisha

Anderson (Cleveland, Ohio)

• Nov. 20, 2014: Akai Gurley

(Brooklyn, New York)

• Nov. 22, 2014: Tamir Rice 

(Cleveland, Ohio)

• Dec. 2, 2014: Rumain Bris-

bon (Phoenix, Arizona)

• Dec. 30, 2014: Jerame Reid 

(Bridgeton, New Jersey)

• March 6, 2015: Tony Robin-

son (Madison, Wisconsin)

• March 31, 2015: Phillip 

White (Vineland, New Jer-

sey)

• April 2, 2015: Eric Harris 

(Tulsa, Oklahoma)

• April 4, 2015: Walter Scott

(North Charleston, South 

Carolina)

• April 19, 2015: Freddie 

Gray (Baltimore, Maryland)

• July 5, 2016: Alton Sterling 

(Baton Rouge, Louisiana)

• July 7, 2016: Philando Cas-

tile (Falcon Heights, Minne-

sota)
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